Halloween Campaigns- An Update for Communities
While Halloween is a fun time of year for most young people out trick or treating, it can often be a very frightening and upsetting time of year for the vulnerable and elderly in our community. Therefore, Craigavon Community Safety Partnership (CCSP), Craigavon Borough Council, Craigavon District Policing Partnership (CDPP), NI Fire & Rescue Service and the PSNI are once again working together to implement a number of campaigns and events to help deter and decrease anti-social behaviour and criminal damage and reduce the fear of crime for residents within the Borough. You may wish to note during the Halloween period last year, the Borough experienced a decrease of 30% in anti-social behaviour from the previous year.
Campaigns
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The “no trick, no treat, no thanks” campaign developed by the CCSP and the PSNI is aimed provide an A5 notice for residents who would prefer not to have trick or treaters calling at their home. The notice says ‘Sorry, no trick, no treat, no thanks. Have fun’ and can be displayed in house windows or doors.  In addition, posters have been developed to support this message. These posters and notices will be available in schools, libraries, health centres, community centres and other local amenities and groups throughout the Borough.  Please find enclosed poster for display and notices to give to vulnerable people in your community. 
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Fireworks

It is also essential that people take care with fireworks. The PSNI in partnership with the Northern Ireland Fire and Rescue Service, Department of Health, Social Services and Northern Ireland Office are running a public safety campaign on the dangers of fireworks and consequences of illegal purchase and use of fireworks.

Please provide the following safety advice to your community to help make Halloween a safe but enjoyable time for everyone:-

Fireworks and Sparklers:

· Remember all fireworks require a licence with the exception of indoor fireworks and sparklers.

· It is illegal to possess, purchase, sell, handle or use any of these fireworks except under licence.

· Only adults should light or handle fireworks.

· Stand well back when watching fireworks.

· Never EVER go back to a firework once it has been lit even if it does not go off.

· It is an offence to throw fireworks in the street or other public places.

· ALWAYS supervise children around fireworks.

· Never give sparklers to children under the age of five.

· Light sparklers one at a time and always wear gloves.

· Have a bucket of water close by and put sparklers in it when they go out.

· The fine for breaking the law in relation to fireworks is up to £5,000.

The PSNI also recommend that all purchases of fireworks are from reputable licensed dealers and not from market stalls or door-to-door sales.  We would encourage anyone who may have any information about persons selling fireworks illegally to please contact your local police station immediately. 
Public Fireworks Display

Finally, the annual Craigavon Borough Council fireworks display will take place on Thursday 29th October 2008 at 8pm at Craigavon Lakes. A programme of activities will take place in the Rushmere Centre from 5pm, prior to the display. We would encourage you and your community to attend.
If you require any more literature or graphics of campaigns for local newsletters, please do not hesitate to contact me on 02838312 529.

Yours sincerely
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Lynette Burke      

Crime Reduction Initiatives Project Co-ordinator



Another initiative is the ‘Flour and Eggs’ Campaign proved very useful to retailers.  The CCSP, Craigavon Borough Council, PSNI and CDPP are working in partnership with retailers to prevent the sale of flour and eggs to under 18’s during the Halloween season in order to reduce the opportunity to cause damage to vehicles and homes.  These posters will be displayed in participating outlets throughout the Borough. 
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